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For personal reasons this months Smokebox will be brief, however there are 3 important issues which 

need addressing.  

• Confirming Details of our AGM 

• The London Model Engineering Exhibition 

• A Brief Report on Steam in Beds 

Welcome to the January Smokebox 

I hope you all had a very good Christmas and New Year; the BAGs committee wish you all a happy and healthy New 

Year. 

 

BAGs – AGM 

The Groups Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday 2nd February 2020 at 12:00. A copy of the Agenda is 

included with this issue of Smokebox. 

As you may know we were paid a fee by Warners for the article that appeared in the Garden Rail magazine about 

Ridgmont. As several members contributed to the content with pictures and background information, we have 

decided to use the fee to provide members with a modest buffet after the AGM. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

London Model Engineering Exhibition 

As you are all aware Ridgmont is once again going to the above show at Ally Pally, it runs from Friday 17th to Sunday 19th January. I emailed every 

BAGs member the details on the 15th December, following that appeal for help Bob Gamble stepped in and agreed to manage the Runners Roster for 

the show. I emailed again on the 21st December setting out all the details for the show and asking BAGs members to contact Bob directly to book 

running slots on Ridgmont. 

At the last count we had 36 members on the email distribution list, I monitor these emails and log when they are sent to the members Inbox and 

when they are read or acknowledged. What I can tell you is rather less than half appeared to read the email and only 10 replied and of those 10 only 

8 have booked slots with Bob to run on Ridgmont which by any standard is poor. As a group we should be ashamed at that level of take-up. It begs 

the question should we still be accepting invitations to show Ridgmont if the group members can’t even provide a basic cover for Ridgmont. If you 

check the Agenda for our AGM you will see it is one of the items for discussion. 

So, this is one last appeal to BAGs members to show support for the group and Ridgmont by booking running slots at the LMEE Show.  There are 

plenty of openings to choose from all you need to do is contact Bob on his email at rp_gamble@yahoo.com . I know from some of the 

replies that a few members have other commitments that weekend that still leave enough members to pitch in and 

put on a good show. We had a great response to the Warners show and I can no reason why we can’t do the same for 

this event. So, come on and contact Bob now you know it makes sense. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Steam in Beds Report 

Firstly, I should like to thank everyone for their help and support in making 2019 SIB a great success with record 

attendance. Thanks, should also go to the Catering Team who once again did a sterling job keeping us and our visitors 

fed and watered. We had a full complement of traders who reported a good days trading. The general feedback from 

visitors was very good, there seemed to be a steady flow well into the afternoon. This year we had the help of the Hall 

Trustees to manage the parking also members being able to park in the Coffee Tavern car park made a big difference 

to the visitors parking. Moving the catering into the Committee Room was a great success, the catering team and 

visitors found it worked much better. Once again, we had Bob Gamble acting as Track Marshal on Ridgmont, managing 

the booking process so that we started the day with a full roster. The whole process worked really well with a full roster 

all day, many thanks to Bob for taking on the task of keeping the trains running.  There will be a full financial statement 

of Steam in Beds at the A.G.M. in February.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Group Meeting Dates – 2020 

Below are the meeting dates booked for 2020, times are as before 10:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

5th January  2nd February  1st March  

5th April   3rd May   31st May *  

5th July   2nd August  6th September 

4th October  1st November 

* Note June meeting is one week early on 31st May due to clash with Eaton Bray Beer Festival 

Steam in Beds 28th November 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wags Wharf at Pitstone Museum 

Apart from Wags Wharf, there are plenty of other exhibits of interest to see whether a railway enthusiast or not. There 

are many interesting items that show the developments that have changed how we do things around the Home, 
Farming, Technology and Engineering, things we take for granted today. 

 

Take a look at their web site at http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/ 
 
 
Open Day details next month 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Chris 

 

http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/

