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Notice of the Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of the Beds Area Group of the Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge 

Modellers will be held at Eaton Bray Village Hall at 12.00 Noon on Sunday 5th March 2023.  Agenda 

and associated papers have been included as attachments to the email that provided you with the 

February edition of Smokebox. 

From the Editor 
First as a follow-up to my comments on the Roundhouse Darj C in the January issue, the reviews for 

SMT and Garden Rail are complete and submitted, so the former will appear in February SMT and 

the latter in March Garden Rail.  The loco is being returned to Roundhouse on Thursday 2nd February 

and I will pick my own up during the same visit (and have lunch with my brother, who lives in 

Doncaster).  The most difficult thing about both reviews was getting decent pictures in the low, 

harsh light of a winter’s day.  I think those that I supplied will pass muster – you can judge yourself in 

a couple of weeks when SMT arrives. 

My workshop is unheated and I’ve struggled to get into it these past three weeks.  Knowing it would 

be cold, I took three of the Stuart Currie buildings on my layout into the house to warm up and be 

cleaned, ready for refurbishment.  The oldest of the buildings was made by Stuart in 1999 and has 

been outside since I bought it at the AGM (as we then called it) at Stoneleigh.  The window frames 

had deteriorated in places and whatever paint Stuart had applied was long gone.  I’m taking the 

opportunity  to put an interior into the signal cabin, using a detailing kit which I bought years ago 

from Back to Bay Six.  It contains white metal parts for a lever frame with 10 levers in total, too few 

for the points adjacent to the cabin.  Those on running lines carrying passenger trains would have 

had two levers for each turnout: one for the point blades and the other for the point lock.  If I added 

signal levers too I’d be looking at a 20-lever frame as a minimum, which would stretch the available 

length in the box.  There isn’t space for a longer box, so this is another example of where reality and 

model collide.  I doubt that many will notice the short lever frame, maybe it serves me right for 

having complex point work. 

Have any of you completed winter projects that you’d like to share with the rest of the group?  If you 

have, please drop me a line including pictures if possible and I’ll include it in March Smokebox. 

Copy deadline for March 2023 Smokebox: Friday 24th February 2023 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
It is always difficult to predict how many members will attend the first meeting of the new year, but 

we had an excellent turnout this January. We even enlisted 2 new members! It was very good to see 

everyone after the holiday celebrations. Carol and Graham arrived with their track which was soon 

in action and Ridgmont came out of store because we did not need the 45mm track on Eaton 

Downs. It was our first chance to view the platform work on Ridgmont which Alan had repaired and 

updated. I noticed that Ray made a few more improvements to the track bed as well. 
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After the tracks were erected, I retired to the kitchen area to pressure test a new gas tank. After 

attending to the usual leaks in my test equipment pumping to 400 psi was soon accomplished and, 

after a wait of 20 minutes (in case any pinholes were blocked by flux), pressure was released and the 

pressure certificate filled in and signed. This set me reminiscing, in my early days in G1 we tested 

boilers every two years to one and a half times working pressure. It was surprising how many 

problems showed up – leaking fittings being the most common, but I did find a couple of new boilers 

with pinholes which did not please the owners! I suppose G1 locomotives are delicate creatures 

compared to 16mm. For a start they are smaller scale so fittings are correspondently more delicate 

and many of the fittings are designed to look as realistic as possible – again a size reduction. In 

contrast most 16 mm locomotives have bomb proof valves which are over scale but last for a long 

time before weeping. The one item which can give faulty readings is the pressure gauge and we 

never test those nowadays (but G1 used to do so). If you want your gauge tested against a certified 

master let me know, its probably easiest to leave the gauge on the locomotive and just pump the 

boiler up to working pressure. 

Please may I remind you that the group has been invited to take Ridgemont to the National Garden 

Railway Show on 15th April at the Peterborough Arena.  Volunteers are needed to extract the layout 

from under the stage on Friday 14th April and then to erect it at the Arena later the same day.  

Volunteers will also be needed after the show closes to dismantle the layout and store it back under 

the stage at Eaton Bray, though which day we do this has yet to be determined.  Runners are also 

need at the Arena during the show.  Please contact Garth Bridgwood if you’re able to help. 

Earlier this month Chris Pretty had a successful heart operation to replace a faulty valve and is now 

at home recuperating.  His wife Margaret is trying to ensure that he does not overdo things.  We 

wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him at Eaton Bray soon. 

You may have noticed that John Kitchenman didn’t attend the January meeting.  He was self-

isolating prior to a hernia operation.  I’m pleased to advise that the operation was a success and he 

hopes to be with us in February.  On that pleasant note I’ll bid farewell until the meeting on the 5th. 

Bob, Chairman 

Found after Steam in Beds 
The following items were found after Steam in Beds, at the end of November last year.  Please 

contact Garth if either is yours. 

1. A green and black vacuum flask was found in the windowsill by the double emergency doors in 

the main hall. 

2. A yale type brass key with a pink/red name tag without name was found by the church door. 

Garth Bridgwood, secretary@bag16mm.org.uk 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2023.  We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need 

to have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00. 

• February, Sunday 5th 

• March, Sunday 5th 

• April, Sunday 2nd 

• May, Sunday 7th 

• June, Sunday 4th 

• July, Sunday 2nd 

• August, Sunday 6th 

mailto:secretary@bag16mm.org.uk
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• September, Sunday 3rd 

• October, Sunday 1st 

• November, Sunday 5th 

• Provisionally Friday 24th and Saturday 25th for Steam in Beds Show 

• December, Sunday 3rd to be confirmed later 

Committee members 
The members of the BAG committee are as follows: 

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@bag16mm.org.uk 

Garth Bridgwood Secretary/Treasurer secretary@bag16mm.org.uk 

Steve Knapman Membership membership@bag16mm.org.uk 

Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@bag16mm.org.uk 

Modelling 
This has come to me via Bob Gamble from Ken Reade on Ken’s latest masterpiece, a tender for a 

class B Darjeeling locomotive.  He’s also provided a short history of the tenders.  As Bob said in his 

email to me, now you don’t see one of those every day! 

History 

Two tenders were constructed in 1910 by the DHR but records are unclear whether they carried 

water, coal or both. Very few photos exist of these tenders. Only one of these tenders survives today 

and has been heavily modified from the original and is unused. 

Note from editor: in research on the Darjeeling C class Pacific, I read that two B class locomotives 

were converted for use on the 70-mile Kishenganj extension.  This work was carried out in 1913.  

One of the converted locos was B class No. 22, which also had a bissel truck added to make it a 0-4-

2.  Once the Pacifics arrived the two tanks returned to their original form.  Perhaps one of both of 

the tenders were part of this temporary use. 

Model 

My model has been made loosely based on these photos and reflects as run in 1912. It is modelled 

to carry water and a small amount of lump coal to be passed to the breaker on the engine when 

required. My tender is based on this 1930 photo. 

 

mailto:chairman@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:secretary@bag16mm.org.uk
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Here’s the tender, before Ken got at it with Bob’s grit blaster in preparation for painting it. 

 

You might want to increase the size of the picture to see all the rivet detail on the tender and the 

water filler cap at the back. 

 

Sales & Wants 
A table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale. 


