
Chairman’s Report 

 

After the turmoil of covid disruptions, this year has seen a period of steady progress 

towards something approaching normality. Our monthly meetings have resumed 

without interruptions and attendance has been pretty good, although there were one 

or two sessions when I wondered if enough members would turn up to help set the 

track up – they did, probably a case of over sleeping! Eaton Downs was successfully 

completed during the year and members soon got the hang of using the rail joiners 

to connect the adjacent tracks together during assembly. The next step will be to add 

a further four straight boards to increase the width and length of the layout and I am 

pleased to report that Ted has completed 3 boards. A trial run with just two boards 

was successful (and impressive!). 

 

Thanks to the organisational skills of Chris we were able to resume our highly 

regarded show “Steam in Beds”. Prior to the show, he was ably assisted by Ray who 

organised the traders, and Garth who sorted out advertising and finances. Most 

other members helped either on the day or in the immediate lead up to the show. Not 

forgetting the non-member ladies who did a sterling job providing food and drinks 

during the show. Without your support the show could not have taken place. We 

have already had one trader asking for this year’s date!  

It was not just the show that requires dedicated input from members. Our regular 

routine relies on members taking on particular tasks. In particular I would like to 

make special note of those members I have rather cheekily labelled “co-opted”: 

Alan Regan, I am sure you will agree that he has revolutionised Smokebox,  - where 

does he find the time? I also thank the members who have contributed articles, they 

have ensured the success of Smokebox although I must make a plea for more 

material. 

Bob Carter, Bulletin contact. Bob has provided lively and interesting content to all 

Bulletins since he took on the job. Like Smokebox he needs content, particularly 

photos (with description) so get your cameras out! 

Michael Walton, Webmaster. I know Michael is very busy but he keeps the web up to 

date in a seamless fashion so many thanks. I have received a number of enquiries 

about visits and membership via the web page. 

Ray Butler, who sends hard copy of Smokebox to those without internet access. He 

also keeps contact with prospective SIB traders and of course, continues the 

development of Ridgmont. 

Pete Newman, who, though no longer a member, maintains a Facebook presence. 

 

I also thank fellow committee members Steve Knapman for keeping membership 

details in order, Ted Robinson for overseeing Eaton Downs and Ridgmont 

maintenance. Garth Bridgwood for Treasurer and Secretary duties. They are the 

backbone of your group. 

 


