Beds Area Group Association of 16 mm Narrow Gauge Modellers
Annual General Meeting 5 March 2023

Secretary Report

We had been affiliated with the Chiltern Model Railway Association for many years,
however, it was decided not to renew our membership with CMRA. Although in the early
years it provided a lot of help, especially with providing equipment at exhibitions, but this
resource has not been required for some time. Also, the membership fee had risen to £30.00.
We have retained our membership of the Federation of Model Engineering Societies,
formerly the Southern Federation of Model Engineering Societies, as the membership fee is
£10 only, and we get the benefit of a 10% discount on insurance with Walker Midgley.

There was unanimous support to go ahead with Steam in Beds after a break of two years due
to Covid restrictions. Chris Pretty agreed to Project Manage the show providing several
members would be responsible for organising certain functions. After discussion with Eaton
Bray Hall Management and St Mary’s Church the show date was finally fixed 26 November
2022.

We had received an invitation to take Ridgmont to the GIMRA 75" Anniversary Show in
October 2022, but subsequently the invitation was withdrawn.

Treasurers Report
The balance sheet shows the year started with £6145.78 in the bank and finished with a
balance of £4598.49. The difference is due to:
a. Income from Membership fee was only £320 instead of the usual £1000+. This was
caused by the Covid restrictions closing the hall for most of the year and those who
had paid were exempt from paying in 2021/2022.
b. We did not have the income from a Steam in Beds show.

Although | had expected an increase in the Hall rent it was still maintained at £19.50 per
hour, which | feel is reasonable, as we do have storage under the stage for three layouts, a
large car park and use of the kitchen. The cost to hire any hall of a similar size, without
storage, is in the same price bracket.

My thanks to Gordon Gill for auditing the accounts.

Garth Bridgwood  Secretary & Treasurer

Membership Report
The Committee agreed that those members who had paid in full for the 20/21 year, which
was effectively closed due to Covid, did not have to pay for the 21/22 year.

The year closed with 35 members including 4 Honorary Members and 6 new or returning
members. This was an increase 6 compared with 2020/21, possibly due to more people
beginning to feel confident to meet in groups after Covid.

Steve Knapman Membership Secretary



