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I’m just about finished!   Track laying on the revisions to Eaton Downs that is. 

Assuming you’re reading this at the AGM on the first Sunday in February then 

there will be only one, short length of track to go on the last of the four boards 

retained from the original layout.   That last piece of track can’t easily be laid 

as the board it goes on is halfway down the pile under the stage and I don’t 

expect Eaton Downs to come out until our May meeting.   I get the impression 

that the changes to the layout have been well received by the members of the 

group with ease of assembly and reliable running. 

Two of the extra, reworked boards from the original layout, were successfully 

inserted into the formation at the November meeting, giving an increased 

length to the layout.   The two remaining boards will be able to be used to 

make the layout wider, or even longer depending on the requirements of the 

day. 

The final phase of the revisions to Eton Downs will be to add some bracing to 

the underside of the curved boards (Bob Gamble tells me the plywood is there 

and waiting to be fitted), but we’ll wait now until after April.   Side panels are 

also planned for the eight straight boards which will offer some protection to 

the track when the boards are stored under the stage.   Creating a lift-up 

section is also planned. 

Ridgmont underwent some remedial work to parts of the static scenery prior to 

the Steam in Beds show and since then, Alan has repaired the platform 

surfaces on the two station boards.   Ray is continuing to work on the static 

scenery and will be making some graphical additions to the road bridge at 

home in time for the trip to Peterborough. 

I hope to undertake a minor track improvement on the road into the Engine 

Shed Road;  all four soldered joints at the base board ends have failed and 

need resoldering so I shall take the opportunity to ease the dog-leg joint that 

has existed probably since the layout was built. 

One of the posts for the level crossing gates causes a gauging foul on the 

access to the bay platform when it is in place.   Alan and I will be looking at 

how this can be remedied by slewing the track over about 15-20mm and 

replacing the affected turnout.   But that’s for later in the year. 

 

 

Ted 


