Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of |6mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

| apologise for this month’s newsletter containing so much from me. | had always intended to
provide a piece that was modelling oriented, but the timing of a visit from Railway Modeller’s
photographer gives me an opportunity to share some impressions that | hope will be of interest to
other members.

| also apologise for missing another meeting @ | foolishly organised an open day on my own line
for the same day and only noticed this once the schedule had been published in Bulletin. This does
however give me an opportunity to emphasise that any 16mm member is welcome to join my open
days, even though they’re publicised in the Northants Area Group section in Bulletin. If you can
regauge a loco but don’t have stock, | can furnish something to pull.

Finally, I'll advise in advance that | may not make the July meeting. The first of several eye
operations is scheduled for 15™ June, which if successful may leave me with unbalanced vision which
may in the near term affect my ability to drive. | won’t know until after the operation. If it does, |
may need to wait until after the second operation before | can start to drive again. I'll advise the
outcome in July’s newsletter.

Copy deadline for July 2023 Smokebox: Friday 23" June 2023

Alan, Smokebox Editor

From the Chair

Bob continues to recuperate but even time in the workshop is proscribed at present, so he doesn’t
have a great deal to report. He’s looking forward to having model railway-oriented information to

impart in the July issue of the Newsletter @

Alan, Smokebox Editor, on behalf of Bob, Chairman

Meeting Dates
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2023. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need
to have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00.

e June, Sunday 4

e July, Sunday 2™

e August, Sunday 6™

e September, Sunday 3™

e October, Sunday 1*

e November, Sunday 5%

e Friday 24" and Saturday 25" for Steam in Beds Show
e December, note: no meeting this month
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Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

Signals for Ridgmont

In the last issue of Smokebox, | suggested that our flagship layout might benefit from signals. Ray
Butler and John Kitchenman have taken up the challenge and will be discussing the matter at the
meeting in June. Our resident signalling expert Martin Shrubsole is providing advice and Ray has
given him supplier details so that he can assess the products for accuracy etc. Martin will be at the
June meeting so most of the basic design can be decided.

A range of types of signals are being considered and Ray has already taken a look at what’s available
commercially. The signals will clearly have to be removeable but provision may be included for
remote operation at a later stage. I’'m not able to attend the meeting in June but will contribute to
the work. If you’d like to get involved with the initiate, please talk to Ray at the June meeting.

Coincidentally, a colleague at the Welshpool & Llanfair sent me the picture on the left below a few
weeks ago. He still needs to source LEDs for the lighting but the initial impression is good. My next
visit to the W&L isn’t until July, but | will take a close look at the item when I’'m there with a view to
reproducing it. |also include pictures of the semaphore signals at Llanfair and Welshpool. They are
fairly simple but show how big narrow-gauge signals are in relation to other lineside structures.

Visit from Railway Modeller
The editor describes a visit from a well-known model railway magazine to his line:

At the Gauge One 75" anniversary show in October 2022 at Bicester, | was approached by Railway
Modeller’s Steve Flint, looking for a garden railway for their August 2023 issue, “but not one on
stilts!”. A visitor to the Association’s stand was watching a video of my own line. “That’ll do” he
said. Fast forward to 17" May this year and RM’s photographer Paul Bason was in our garden
photographing trains. Every shot was staged and if there’s any steam in evidence when the August
issue appears, it’s been photoshopped in. Here’s a representative scene, taken with a drone by the
Association’s Marketing Director Rod Nipper, showing Paul in action and me looking on.
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Steve was very clear that he wanted UK trains, so | used Accucraft Lynton & Barnstaple and
Welshpool & Llanfair stock along with anything UK-built that could pull either set of stock (each has
couplings at different heights). The railway out of shot became congested, as you see, and much
time was spent assembling trains and hand-shunting them to the desired location to be
photographed. Time was also spent waiting for the sun to reappear after a shot had been set up!

RM’s interest in my line stimulated much long-overdue maintenance in the months leading up to
their visit. The parts of the line closest to the house are in raised beds contained by circular wooden
stakes. A number had rotted at the bottom, but in most cases the rotten wood could be dug out, a
new post fashioned to the right diameter and reinserted into the hole in the concrete base. The
main platform at the through station is made of paving slabs cut into seven-inch-deep strips carried
on a wooden structure cantilevered off the brick wall at the back of the raised bed. This also had
rotted and was replaced with a new structure made of Filchris plastic wood. Each paving slab has
Modeltown resin-cast walls attached to the back. These had never been painted and were still in
the grey colour of the resin — they now closely match the station buildings. The paint on platform
edging, made of individual L-shaped plastic tiles, had worn off and the white of the plastic was
showing. This also has been renewed. Here is the station once all of these changes had been made.
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Ray Butler kindly loaned me buildings and platform furniture to supplement what | already had and
for the first time the station could be properly dressed. This shows the “dressed” station in the
sunshine prior to RM’s photographer arriving. It encourages me to complete kits which have sat on
the shelf for years so that | can achieve a similar appearance for my open days. Also visible in front
of the water tower is one of the new rail-built buffer stops described elsewhere in this issue.

| hope that the article stimulates interest in the Association and in our scale. My time as
Membership Secretary showed me that railway modellers “move up” to 16mm scale from the
smaller, electric scales and “move down” from the ride-on scales, so hopefully we can tap into the
former. The Association has taken a half-page advert in August RM, which includes a code, use of
which will get a new subscriber membership at a preferential rate. So, if you know of anyone
thinking about joining us, point them in the direction of this issue and of course, recommend that
they join our local group!

Modelling matters
The editor describes the construction of rail-built buffer stops:

My railway doesn’t have many dead-end sidings, but until recently they had either no buffer stops or
an eclectic mix of items inherited down the years. | decided | wanted a standard buffer stop, ones
that would stop a train, not just fly out of the way is a vehicle contacted them. One of the ones I'd
inherited showed promise, so | spruced it up and made five more to match.

| use brass code 332 rail, which is wide enough at the foot that a slot can be milled at the rail end,
from rail head through the web to the foot, so that it clips over the running rail at right angles. To
this I added a 13mm square brass gusset, drilled in two places so that the gusset can be secured to
the running rail with 2mm brass cheesehead screws. The running rail is drilled and tapped in the
corresponding positions. This holds the assembly firm for soft soldering to avoid future movement.
Having done this, | milled off the crew heads and as the brass discolours, they will gradually
discolour and not be noticed. Before assembly and just visible in the left-hand image, | drilled and
tapped a hole into the upright, from the base of the rail into the web, stopping halfway through the
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rail head. This will be used to secure the wooden buffer beam. The lines of the thread are visible in
the web, which at a little over 2mm thick will just take the thread.

Once the gusset had been soldered in place, | added a diagonal brace made of brass code 250 rail,
with angled slots at either end, so that it could be clipped in place behind the upright and onto the
running rail and then soft soldered to both. Here are a pair ready to be slid into a sleeper web.

The final step is to attach the wooden buffer beam. This is an offcut of oak with holes drilled and
recessed (with a 4mm end mill) so that the stainless-steel machine screws used to secure it to the
uprights aren’t readily visible. The wood was soaked in preservative prior to fixing and provided it’s
treated, in situ, with preservative regularly it should last longer than me.
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This last picture shows two of the buffer stops in place in the new loco yard on my garden railway. A
Stuart Currie ceramic loco shed formerly occupied the site on the right, but none of my locos will fit
inside, so it is being moved elsewhere on the layout as a feature rather than a functioning loco shed.
This additional steaming up and servicing area will be useful at open days when there never seems
to be to be enough track for either of these activities!
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Sales & Wants
A table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale.
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