Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of |6mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

Steam in Beds 2023 - October Show Update

Chris Pretty, Steam in Beds Show Manager, has provided the following update. Please can | ask that
all members read this — we all need to shoulder some of the load of the show if we’re to reap the
benefits.

By the time you read this Steam in Beds will be just 7 weeks away. What | can confirm is that the
team have been working away planning the show since April this year.

Ray Butler has been working away at booking our regular group of Traders. As things stand now,
they will be the same as last year, but things might have to change.

Garth has been busy booking the Advertisement in Garden Railway Magazine. There will be two
entries, October, and November issues. We will also be featured in the free local magazine “Focus”
which is distributed free to all households in Eaton Bray and surrounding villages. The show will also
be listed in the Associations Diary Page and the Railway Modellers Show Guide. Garth has also
prepared the copy for the show Flyer and Entry Ticket/Show Guide.

After much thought the Committee have agreed the cost of entry to Steam in Beds will increase by
£1 to £6 for 2023. The cost of entry to the show has been held at £5 since we moved to Eaton Bray
over 12 years ago so an increase is well overdue. Something else will be new for 2023, the Group has
invested in a Card Terminal so we will be accepting Card payments for tickets sales. It is quite
possible by the time of the show we will have purchased a second Terminal so we will be accepting
Card payments for the catering.

This brings us neatly to the Catering; since 2017 John Kitchenman has been arranging for Gunns the
Bakers based in Sandy to supply the Rolls, Cakes and Savours for SIB. There was some doubt if we
could continue with this arrangement, so we had been looking for an alternative source. This proved
to be easier said than done, but | am pleased to say that Gunns are able to supply our needs again
for 2023. Our thanks go to John Kitchenman who has managed to arrange this with Gunns again.

And finally, | can confirm that Carol Regan has once again kindly agreed to cook the bacon for the
breakfast Bacon Butties. With apologies to Alan for the pervading smell of cooking bacon, it's all in a
good cause.

All BAGs Members will know one thing, the show would not be a success without the support of all
members volunteering to cover the various tasks needed before and during the show. The areas
needed to be covered are listed below:

November
Friday 24 Preparation of the Church 3 to 5pm Volunteers Needed
Friday 24 Preparation of the Hall 8 to 10pm Volunteers Needed

Build Up of Ridgmont Layout Volunteers Needed
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Saturday 25th Final Preparation of Hall From 8 am Volunteers Needed
Saturday 25"  Show Opens 10am

A Track Marshal for Ridgmont is needed to organise the running roster and ensuring best practice is
followed throughout the show.

In addition, the following Areas will also need to be covered during the show:
Tickets Sales on the Front Desk
Catering support in the kitchen and selling to visitors.
Church Door checking tickets.
Selling Raffle Tickets touring both venues selling raffle tickets.
Managing the Member-to-Member Sales stand and cover during the show
Car Park Marshal.

Cover for all of the above areas is broken down into 30 minutes slots. As a BAGS Member you
naturally have free entry to the show in return please volunteer for as many of the above that you
feel you can handle.

There will be copies of the above Rosters at our October and November meeting, please put your
name down for as many as you can.

Chris Pretty, Steam in Beds Show Manager

From the Editor

Once again, | can’t join you at the meeting. I’'m a golfer as some of you might know and part of a
group which goes away “on tour” once a year. In August we went to Ascot and played three courses
in the area, very enjoyable. Most of the same group are assembling for an early Autumn game on
Sunday 1°* October. Much as | like trains, there are few opportunities to play at the course which
has been selected, so that’s where I'll be. Hopefully I'll have no conflicts in November...

| have been busy with 16mm activity when not cycling or golfing. Preparation for the National Show
at Stoneleigh on Saturday 27™ April are ramping up. All planned layouts have been invited, including
Andrew Neal’s Chalkwood, and the first iteration of the hall plan has been drawn. Invitations to
trader go out next week. A change for 2024 is that all attractions will be in the same hall, except the
AGM, which will be held in a space adjoining the main hall, so maximising the space in the hall whilst
at the same time ensure free circulation will be key. We'll be appealing for stewards late this year.

If you want to see how we set up the first show at Stoneleigh in over a decade, maybe you’ll
volunteer. If you want to know more, see me in November.

New SMT editor Mick Blowfield was here on Monday 11" September to we could together run and
review the Accucraft twin-truck twin-cylinder Shay. It didn’t disappoint. On Friday of the same
week, Roundhouse’s pre-production Harrogate arrived here for review. Mick had been expecting
one from another reviewer, but he wasn’t able to complete it, so I've ended up doing the review. By
the time you meet at Eaton Bray it will be back in Doncaster. All a bit short notice but the review is
written, pictures have been taken and it also will feature in November SMT. A production loco is
included in the 2024 Grand Draw to be held at the National Show at Stoneleigh on Saturday 27t
April. I've been highly impressed with the pre-production loco so | think whoever wins it in the
Grand Draw will be delighted. Here it is, running on lan Smith’s 32mm gauge line in Northampton.
This was taken towards the end of two runs and the loco had stayed amazingly clean:
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Copy deadline for October 2023 Smokebox: Friday 27" October 2023

Alan, Smokebox Editor

From the Chair

After a little rearranging of the new boards, Eaton Downs went together very well for the September
meeting. Luckily numbers had been arranged for application to the various sections so there should
be no confusion next time! Members commented favourably on the increased length of run now
available, but it is still possible to run the layout in its original minimalist form when space is
restricted.

We had a good variety of models running during the session and once again | made use of my
phone:

Dolgoch running very nicely.
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| was very impressed with the sugar cane load displayed by Peter Elvy. Bundles of raffia | believe,
very convincing and so much better than empty trucks. Peter said that the bundles had to be glued
into position so that they didn’t fly everywhere in a derailment.
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Bob C’s troublesome engine. He had problems filling the gas tank and only managed a few minutes
run before running out of gas. It gave the impression of being full, even though it had hardly any gas
it. After multiple gas valve transplants he eventually achieved a decent run, but a bit of a mystery
none the less.
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Last month | reported that new member Tom left an Accucraft loco with me for pressure vessel
testing. It passed with flying colours and naturally enough Tom was eager to try it out during the
meeting. Disappointingly it stalled on the bends. We noticed that the centre driving wheels were
flanged and the more gung ho members advocated removing the flanges (or giving it some welly).
Understandably Tom was reluctant to deface his loco. When it had cooled down we checked the
back to back wheel settings and it transpired that the Accucraft wheel setting dimples were too
wide. One wheel on each axle was rotated clear of the dimple and tightened up at 28mm and | am
pleased to report that it then ran without pinching on the bends - relief all round!

Bob, Chairman

Meeting Dates
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2023. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need
to have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00.

e QOctober, Sunday 1

e November, Sunday 5%

e Saturday 25" for Steam in Beds Show

e December, note: no meeting this month

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

Membership Renewal

Membership is due for renewal on 1% October 2023 and the Committee has decided to keep the
Membership Fee at £40.00 for the year ending 31°* August 2024. Mark and | will be at the next
Meeting on Sunday 3™ September when you can use our new Card Reader, or we will accept cash or
cheques and hand-out Membership Cards. The fee can also be paid by bank transfer to:

Acc. Name: Bedfordshire 1l6mm Modellers Acc. No. 26041686 Sort Code 23-05-80

Garth, Secretary

Bedford Area Group Sweatshirts

Those of you who were able to attend the September meeting may be aware of this. Ray Butler, at
his own initiative, has been looking at the possibility of providing a sweatshirt to BAG members, at
reasonable cost, which might make it more apparent to the public that we are BAG members. This
could be beneficial when we attend shows and out layouts are exhibited. It could also help visitors
to Steam in Beds more readily to pick us out amongst the throng. To this end he has obtained a
sample, modelled in the picture overleaf, and is taking orders. The material is cotton and the motif,
which echoes a locomotive or wagon works plate, is printed onto the material. Cost will be £20 per
sweatshirt, all the normal sizes are available and the garment can be had in blue, green or maroon.
If you’re interested or would like more details, please contact Ray at rbutler1047 @btinternet.com or
on 01234 342348.
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Train Fun Day

In June and as reported in July’s edition of Smokebox, Bob was contacted by Joseph Hammond, a
member of the West Herts 16mm Group, to say that he was organising a Train Fun Day at the High
Street Methodist Church in Harpenden and asked if we could take a portable track. As both club
tracks are too large John Kitchenman offered to take his along. The event was to raise money for
various charities supported by the church and was held on Saturday 2" September. John set-up his
layout on the Friday afternoon and was supported on the day by Pete Elvey, Ted Robinson, and me.
To the delight of numerous children and some fathers we managed to keep in steam for most of the
time with a variety of engines and with John’s Railbus filing in the gaps. The photos show the event
and how John’s track was designed to fit neatly into his car.
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Garth, Secretary

Sales & Wants

A table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale.
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