Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of |6mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

A thin issue this time as other than submissions from Bob and Garth, no-one else has sent anything
in. As | explained in the August issue, | will be at the W&L Gala next weekend so will miss the
meeting. Hope to see some of you in October. Here’s a taste of what you might see at the Gala...

STTTHnmm! |
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Copy deadline for October 2023 Smokebox: Friday 23™ September 2023

Alan, Smokebox Editor

From the Chair

The July meeting saw a good attendance and a multitude of interesting locomotives. We had two
visitors who were made very welcome, one an ex-Gauge 1 Leuan Lewis who visited from South
Benfleet to get information on 16mm, having recently moved to a smaller property. | don’t think he
will be a regular visitor, but he did seem very keen to attend SIB. The other rather more local visitor,
Thomas Hutchins, had just acquired an Accucraft loco without paperwork. He left it with me and
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Garth and | were able to test it the following Tuesday. It turned out to have been hardly run at all so
a very good purchase. Luckily, | remembered to take some photographs during the meeting and

strangely it was to become something of a tram gathering, at least that is what was recoded on my
phone!

Fergus ran this creation originally by Cheddar, it ran very nicely and with little visible steam, | seem
to recall that it has had its mechanism completely replaced with Roundhouse parts.

John Kitchenman ran this tram (next page). It was very obvious that it was steam powered!
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Carol ran this Peter Angus tram, a veritable gem. Beautifully made and finished and the steam only

came out of the chimney!
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Finally, Jim Elliott ran his own wonderfully detailed and executed creation featuring an incredibly
expensive chain!

And what, you are all asking, is the progress on your tram Mr Chair? Well, in my quest to make it as
complicated as possible (in direct contrast to the original design article), | have made a condensation
trap (see next page). Well two actually but when it came to add a buffer beam the original didn’t fit .
| hope it works but it was satisfying to make it. It needs a clean and a paint or chemical blackening
and a drain screw.
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Bob, Chairman

Meeting Dates
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2023. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need
to have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00.

e September, Sunday 3™
e October, Sunday 1*
e November, Sunday 5%
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e Saturday 25" for Steam in Beds Show
e December, note: no meeting this month

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

Membership Renewal

Membership is due for renewal on 1 September 2023 and the Committee has decided to keep the
Membership Fee at £40.00 for the year ending 315 August 2024. Mark and | will be at the next
Meeting on Sunday 3™ September when you can use our new Card Reader, or we will accept cash or
cheques and hand-out Membership Cards. The fee can also be paid by bank transfer to:

Acc. Name: Bedfordshire 1l6mm Modellers Acc. No. 26041686 Sort Code 23-05-80

Please do not transfer money until after 1% September 2023 and please remember to put your name
in the reference box.

Garth, Secretary

Sales & Wants

A table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale.
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