Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of 16mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

The best laid plans. I've collected Roundhouse’s Lynton & Barnstaple Manning Wardle “Yeo” but
can’trun it on my line. The 45mm gauge pony trucks are amongst the next shipment of production
body etches and delivery has been much delayed. Firstimpressions are very good and it features
two things that some have long wished for in a Roundhouse model: blackened wheels and working
lamps with self-contained batteries. Something | particularly applaud —the inside of the tanks are
modelled, giving them the necessary mass. | still plan to run the loco at the April meeting at Eaton
Bray, so there’s your opportunity for a close look if you want one.

| was in Llanfair late March to continue work on restoration of Countess. My availability was
hijacked and | ended up with a long shunt to assemble the goods consist seen above. Chevallier had
been chartered for the day and the organisers wanted a Bowaters-like train. The photographers are
in the MAV which is coupled behind the loco, 39 of them! The goods consist is in front so that they
could photograph it travelling in the Llanfair direction, the MAV having been detached and stabled
prior to each run. It was showery and bitterly cold so they got hail and snow into the bargain!

Copy deadline for May 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 24 April 2026

Alan, Smokebox Editor
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From the Chair

It was encouraging to see so many members at the AGM in March, particularly those who were
unable to drive themselves and other members kindly gave them a lift. The business of the AGM
itself was completed reasonably swiftly and members could then get on with the serious business of
running trains!

We were pleased that Carol and Graham arrived with their track, so Ridgmont was erected and it
was good to see it in action in remarkably short time! | didn’t get the chance to take many photos
during the meeting but the following caught my eye for one reason or another.

Firstly Martin
ran this rather
nice
Roundhouse
loco which |
believe he
purchased at
SIB. It has a
valve for
diverting
exhaust steam
from the chuff
pipe to
simulated drain
cocks, very

realistic and useful on startup! It also features a whistle, | believe the real reason for its purchase!
Martin had to replace a split banjo on purchase, otherwise all was well.

Secondly a
tram loco by
Tony Sant of
Finescale. As
you may know,
| rather like a
tram and this
one is very nice
- just look at
that trunk
guide! Single
cylinder,
geared with
easily
removable
bodywork, in

w2

this case “Sir Theodore” of the Glyn Valley Tramway.

Finally, | said in my boiler testers report, that | had vey few things to test this year. Probably a
mistake! | left the AGM with the promise of no less than 4 locos to test. as it turned out two were
newish Roundhouse products and Roundhouse have issued duplicate certificates and the Accucraft
had certificates hiding in its box. Finally, the boiler and gas tank of a very old unfinished kit passed
without problems, what a relief!

Bob, Chairman
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Meeting Dates

Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to
have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00. Note that the first meeting of 2026 is
in February. There is no meeting in January due to lack of availability on our preferred date.

o 5% April
e 26" April
o 7"June
e 5™ july

e 2" August

e 6" September

e 4™ QOctober

e 1 November

e 21 November — Steam in Beds

Please note that we will be having two meetings in April, on the 5" and 26 April. The second is the
day after the National Garden Railway Show and will allow us to unload the van and erect Ridgmont
and have a running day. As a consequence, there will not be a meeting in May.

Garth, Secretary

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

National Garden Railway Show 25 April 2026 at Stoneleigh Park

The only concern at the time of publication of March’s edition of Smokebox was that running slots
on Ridgmont during the show still needed to be filled. These have now largely been taken up but
there are still a few left, so if you want one, please drop me an email or speak to me at the April
meeting.

A final reminder of the timetable:

Friday 24" April From 11:00 to 12:00 Eaton Bray Hall - Loading Ridgmont
Friday 24" April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Unloading Ridgmont
Friday 24" April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Build Up Ridgmont
Saturday 25" April From 07:00 (Exhibitors only) Stoneleigh Park - Finish Ridgmont
Saturday 25 April Show Open 09:30 to 17:00 Stoneleigh Park

Sunday 26 April 10:30 Unload Ridgmont for Eaton Bray Hall

Normal Club Running Day
Chris Pretty, March 2026

Events
If you’d like your Open Day or event listing in this section, please submit details to:
smokebox@baglémm.org.uk.
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CHELLS VALLEY RAILWAY, SATURDAY 6™ JUNE 2026 FROM 10:00 TO 18:00
11 Stanley Road, Chells, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 OEF, 32mm gauge
Dave Thompson, 07903 390045, david.thompson25@btinternet.com

Tea, coffee and cold drinks on offer all day, also barbecued sausages in rolls at 13:00. Please contact
Dave to confirm you’re coming for food and/or that you’re a vegetarian so he can get vegi sausages.
Parking around Dave’s house is normally good.

NORTH BUCKS LIGHT RAILWAY, SUNDAY 29™ MARCH FROM 13:30 TO 18:00
45 Hollow Wood, Olney, 45mm gauge
Alan & Carol Regan, 01234 241150, alan-regan@talktalk.net

Tea, coffee, soft drinks and home-made cakes will be available. Please contact Alan to confirm
attendance. Parking is available on the drive or in the street.

LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY

The above are holding a Model Railway Show with layouts in various gauges on Sunday 19" April,
and John Kitchenman has agreed to take his portable layout to the event. He is now looking for
support from members to put up/ breakdown the layout and to put on a good running display
throughout the day. Volunteers will get a free lunch and tea/coffee. If you are willing to help, please
contact John on 01234 838978 or email john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com.

Garth Bridgwood

Modelling Matters

MORE FORMATION RENEWAL ON THE NORTH BUCKS

AN B e \\ % I've had no time for modelling since the last
Vi issue of Smokebox. | started what |

expected would be a short job, replacing the

last 8’ of wooden trestle with Filcris plastic (I

described the process in the November 2025

issue). Replacement of the life-expired

wooden posts was straight forward, then |
found inaccuracies in the levels of the line
approaching the new section. The tanalised
wooden blocks to which the track had been
attached for the last 30 years had rotted
away so it was no point trying to pack the
track, | needed to replace the blocks with
plastic equivalents. At the same time |
introduced draining holes every foot or so,
which go right through the brick formation
and into the earth below. The sides of the
formation are solid leaving nowhere for
water to drain. Even with an SDS drill these
were hard work to make, but they work and
will make the track bed drain better. The
picture to the left shows two of the holes
covered in galvanised 5mm mesh, to prevent
ingress of ballast. Coarse gravel or ballast (or
< IR IERec® 3 mixture) is poured into the formation to
the height of the plastic blocks and then the same 5mm galvanised mesh is used to form a barrier
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between the coarse and fine ballast. All told I lifted around 60’ of track when | planned to lift 8’ and
the unplanned 54’ has all needed the above treatment. Nightmare mate!

The work is now complete and a test train was run on Monday afternoon 23™ March, so I’'m good for
my scheduled open day on 29'" March. I've fixed a couple of abrupt changes in cant and realigned
the curves so that trains flow through them nicely.

Sales & Wants

A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for
sale.

BOB GAMBLE IS OFFERING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR SALE
A 30 year old airMaster compressor from Machine Mart. It has worked quite hard at times and is still
noisy. Price - a contribution to the L&B railway.

Also, a motor originally fitted to a wood turning lathe but discarded when an upgrade in the form of
a variable speed motor was fitted. 1425 rpm, 550 W. Given to me but | never used it. Again, a
contribution to the L&B secures.

| you are interested in either please contact Bob G, | won’t try to bring them to the meeting unless
there is definite interest - they are heavy!
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