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From the Editor 
January always feels to me like a long month.  Of course it’s no longer than half the other months of 

the year, but perhaps the short daylight hours and the poor weather just make it feel longer.  

However, there has been a silver lining, at least for me, because being largely confined to the house 

has enabled me, albeit at the expense of cold feet, to complete several railway projects. 

I started the month with a New Year’s Day run, which I captured on video, and posted the edit on 

YouTube and Association Facebook the same evening.  As I serviced the loco next day, I was 

reminded that fitting a whistle wouldn’t be too much effort and whilst I did this, I should bite on the 

bullet and radio control the existing draincocks.  Within two weeks the work was done and another 

video was posted to the same two places, showing the changes.  I’m in contact with the designer, 

Lorenz Schug, and he confirmed that no-one had, to his knowledge, found a way to apply R/C to the 

draincocks.  I didn’t think this would be of great interest to UK-based modellers, but I thought it 

might be in Germany.  The editor of Gartenbahn confirmed this, so I submitted an article on the 

modifications, which will appear on the continent in due course. 

The videos are here and here. 

As I mentioned last month, my interest in Gauge 1 has resurfaced.  I was given seven goods wagons 

in various states of repair as part of the purchase of two Germans goods locos (I referred to this last 

month) and I’ve managed to fix the ones that were damaged and fit three-link couplings to all of 

them.  I’ve described in Modelling Matters the repairs to the wagons, because the techniques are 

transferable to 16mm scale.  Finally and something also of relevance in 16mm, I’ve made a dummy 

coal load for the first of the two locos.  The heavy lifting was making a large reinforced brass tray in 

which the coal load sits.  The soldering techniques are hopefully worth repeating. 

As the end of the month beckons, I’ll be visiting Llanfair to work, with others, on restoring 823 The 

Countess.  It’s looking like the frames will go to a specialist for machining of the horn guides on the 

mother of all flap bed milling machines.  Maybe someone in the team will be able to get pictures.  All 

that remains open is whether the specialist will return the bar frames or a rolling chassis.  That will 

probably be determined during the course of next week. 

Good job it’s been a long month, otherwise I might not have fitted everything in! 

Copy deadline for March 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 20 February 2026 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
In the absence of a running day in January at Eaton Bray, your committee held a meeting prior to the 

AGM. It was pretty focussed because we had an appointment at the Farmers Boy in Kensworth 

afterwards. We discussed the financial reports drawn up by Garth and agreed that membership fees 

should stay at the present rate because there are sufficient funds in the groups account. Mark 

explained progress on the signalling project and it was decided to limit the signals to 5 to try to avoid 

complication. He hopes to get them up and running by the autumn, but in the meantime he is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9cYIEGHcwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eH_c7T-UTSg
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making a working model to trial the design. Chris P contacted me earlier and pointed out that our 

web site is in need of updating. In particular the photographs have been neglected of late. Ted and 

Steve have been sorting photos from Steam in Beds (SIB) and these will be forwarded to our 

webmaster so that there should be something for 2025 at least! Should we run SIB this year, Ted 

proposed placing posters with a QR code on them at Stoneleigh as a link to details of SIB via our web 

page - very modern! In response to a concern raised by Dave T where the Kew group run their layout 

but find it difficult at times to provide a full service on running days, he asked if we would mention 

this and say that he finds The Kew group very open to other runners helping out. We hope to add 

some running dates to Smokebox as the year progresses. 

Ray Butler caught me photographing his works van at a recent meeting. I was very impressed with 

the internal detail and the model itself. Ray has forwarded the following notes which may be of 

interest: 

As promised, some information relating to the Workshop Coach that you recently photographed. 

It was one of the last kits produced by the late Alan Walker (Triassic Model Works) in 2012. 

The model is based on a Hudson style coach used at various RAF Depots circa 1920- 1935. 

The kit was quite intricate to assemble in that the sides of the coach comprise 5 layers and the 

individual layers were quite fragile to handle, including press fit window frames. 

The kit included a work bench and seats, the remaining details have either been constructed or 

commercially sourced. 

Ray 

 

¾ view of Ray’s Workshop Coach 
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The Workshop Coach interior – some real attention to detail here! 

At Steam in Beds an interesting part built kit of a Lynton and Barnstable Manning Wardle locomotive 

by DJB was spotted. I have to say I was very tempted but Ken R snapped it up and saved me much 

explanation later! Needless to say an elderly kit is going to have some problems and Ken has kindly 

supplied details of how he successfully overcame one tricky problem. 
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I am always fascinated at the extent of brass castings used in early DJB models and Kens photo 

shows just a portion of the castings in the kit. 

Bob, Chairman 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026.  We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to 

have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00.  Note that the first meeting of 2026 is 

in February.  There is no meeting in January due to lack of availability on our preferred date. 

• 1st February 

• 1st March – Annual General Meeting at 12:00 

• 5th April 

• 26th April 

• 7th June 

• 5th July 

• 2nd August 

• 6th September 

• 4th October 

• 1st November 

• 21st November – proposed date for Steam in Beds, to be agreed at AGM on 1st March 

• 6th December  (to be cancelled if Steam in Beds goes ahead) 

Please note that we will be having two meetings in April, on the 5th and 26th April. The second is the 

day after the National Garden Railway and will allow us to unload the van and erect Ridgmont and 

have a running day. As a consequence, there will not be a meeting in May.  

Garth, Secretary 
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Committee members 
The members of the BAG committee are as follows: 

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@bag16mm.org.uk 

Garth Bridgwood Secretary/Treasurer secretary@bag16mm.org.uk 

Mark Cresswell Membership membership@bag16mm.org.uk 

Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@bag16mm.org.uk 

 

National Garden Railway Show 25th April 2026 at Stoneleigh Park 
Chris Pretty emailed all members on Wednesday 21st January soliciting support for Ridgmont’s 

attendance at the show.  He included a form as an attachment.  If you’re able to assist in any way, 

please can you complete and return the form. 

Open Days 

 

Stanley Station on Dave Thompson’s Chells Valley Railway 

The Chells Valley Railway will again be having an Open Day on Saturday 6th June 2026 from 10:00 to 

18:00. 

This is a small but detailed line in 32mm gauge.  There will be tea, coffee and cold drinks on offer all 

day, also barbecued sausages in rolls being offered at 13:00.  Please ensure I know you are coming 

for the food count.  Best to let me know if you are a vegetarian so I can get some vegi sausages.  

Please email me david.thompson25@btinternet.com or text message to 07903390045 or even speak 

with me to tell me that you are attending. 

Address: 11 Stanley Road, Chells, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 0EF 

Parking around my house is normally good. 

Thanks I hope to hear from you. 

Dave Thompson 

mailto:chairman@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:secretary@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:membership@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:trackmanager@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:david.thompson25@btinternet.com
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Modelling Matters 

A LITTLE LINING 
I have actually managed a little railway work myself! The painted but unlined Tram body sits on my 
work bench reminding me that it needs lining and assembly. A few months ago I managed to cut a 
couple of trial templates to try out the lettering, one was a direct cut from Times Roman lettering 
without any provision for width of cut because I was not too sure how wide a cut the single point 
engraving tool would leave - not enough it turned out. I also cut a second trial adding 0.25 offset to 
the outside of the letter. The photo shows the two test templates on a paint sample made whilst I 
was considering colour schemes. 
 

 
 
The next photo shows the result after gold paint via an Edding 780 paint marker after application. 
The plain letter was too narrow on the verticals for the pens nib but the widened letter allowed easy 
access including the serifs. I tried lining with a rule and it worked very well as well.  
 

 
 
Bob 

REMOVING STEEL PARTS FROM NON-FERROUS CASTINGS 
This short write up details the method of removing broken steel bolts or taps from non-ferrous 

material. 

Recently while refurbishing a 16mm loco cylinders, I was confronted with two 10 BA x ¼“ long bolts 

broken off flush in the bronze castings. After consulting our chairman Bob Gamble, he suggested 

using Alum to remove it without damage to the thread in the cylinder. The bolts were bottom left in 

the photos. 
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Method 

• Mix the Alum powder with tap water in a small glass jar until the liquid is fully saturated, do not 

refit lid. 

• Place part in jar ensuring part is fully submerged. 

• Place in saucepan and fill with tap water until the water level is the same as that in the glass jar. 

• Bring to the boil then turn down to a simmer and leave it to start work. 

• Check the pans water level frequently to ensure pan doesn’t boil dry. 

• The process is slow and can take a couple of days but can be halted and started the next day. If 

so, then remove the glass jar and discard the Alum and clean the jar. Used Alum when it goes 

cold sets solid. Make up a fresh batch of Alum and start again. 

• To start with only the occasional bubble comes of the steel part but as it proceeds a steady 

stream of micro bubbles can be seen. After these stop the steel part has been dissolved leaving 

the thread unharmed and the part reusable. 

Description - Alum is Potassium Aluminium Sulphate 

• Safety – Follow all the Safety requirements on the product and wear gloves / goggles if needed.  

• Purchase - Alum can be purchased from eBay, Amazon or online. I got a 500-gram bag for £9 in 

three days from eBay. 

• There are videos on YouTube showing how it is done.     
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The errant bolt is bottom left in the cylinder casting 

 

The casting in the Alum solution – note the stream of bubbles around the bolt head 
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The casting after treatment – the threads are clearly undamaged by the process 

Ken Reade 

REPAIRS TO A MÄRKLIN G1 WAGON 
This is a tale of using different types of adhesive on plastic parts and might prompt further input 

from other members. 

I was given several wagons as part of a recent loco purchase.  Two were Deutsche Bundesbahn 

covered vans, a type in production for many years in various liveries.  Both had seen better days; one 

had steps broken but not yet detached, the other had various missing parts.  I tried to reattach these 

with a normal solvent adhesive but found that it wouldn’t dissolve the plastic.  I turned to Loctite 

Superglue Powergel, widely available and purporting to be the firm’s strongest Superglue.  What I 

like about it is that it’s dispensed as a gel, so you can see where you’re applying it and it’s easy to 

wipe off any surplus (I use a toothpick to do this). 

https://www.loctite-consumer.co.uk/products/central-pdp.html/loctite-superglue-powergel/SAP_0201DGLSGFW5.html
https://www.loctite-consumer.co.uk/products/central-pdp.html/loctite-superglue-powergel/SAP_0201DGLSGFW5.html
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Above is the repair – the bash it’s had in the past is clearly visible! 

The wagon has triangular-shaped lugs at each end, exact purpose unknown.  One was on the point 

of parting company with the body and was secured back in place with the same product. 

 

More difficult was another corner, where the lug had gone.  I made a replacement from 2mm 

plasticard and formed the vee using a needle file.  It is clearly not exactly the same as the original 

moulding but once painted and viewed from a foot away is hardly distinguishable from the original. 



Smokebox, February 2026 Page 11 of 12 

 

The final fix to the body was the replacement of a step which had been lost.  More pieces of 2mm 

plasticard to the rescue, this time assembled with solvent, with the finished unit being attached to 

the van with the Superglue gel referred to earlier.  You might be able to make out the surplus gel 

around the joins to the body.  I left these in place further to strengthen the joint. 

 

Now to the chassis, which is a single moulding including one step at each end.  One of the steps was 

missing and the same difficulties with using a plastic glue existed.  Again I made the step from 

plasticard of varying thicknesses, but I was conscious of the step’s exposed location, so I drilled a 

1mm hole through the chassis and into the vertical part of the step, to provide reinforcement.  The 
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gel Superglue was used again as the pin was inserted into chassis and step.  This has formed a robust 

but invisible joint. 

 

The final touch, for which I have no picture, was to glue both roofs back in place.  I assume that the 

material of the roof is the same as the bodies, because I found an adhesive normally used for flexible 

PVC pipes and trunking which did the job.  It’s a solvent weld, is liquid but not runny, so again you 

can see where you’re putting it (I use a small artist’s paintbrush). 

Here are the two wagons on the bench after the repairs were painted over.  The lighted shade of 

yellow on the step on the wagon on the left gives away the repair.  I intend to weather them lightly 

and I think they’ll be indistinguishable once I’m done.  I also fitted Tenmille 3-link couplings, which 

bring the vehicles much closer together in a train than do the awful Märklin originals. 

 

All not 16mm scale modelling but hopefully interesting nevertheless.  I’ll describe construction of 

this tray for the coal load in my BR44 next month – Smokebox is big enough for this month already. 

Alan 

Sales & Wants 
A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for 

sale. 


