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From the Editor 
I’ve stopped for the time being driving on the W&L.  At the end of May I was diagnosed with heart 

failure, specifically severely impaired left ventricle systolic function (the beat that pumps oxygenated 

blood out of the heart and round the body), likely caused by a virus I had in late March.  It’s 

something which I may in time recover from, but right now I fail to meet the railway’s medical 

criteria.  Having discovered this, I informed the railway and stood down pending developments.  My 

day-to-day activity is very largely unaffected though there have been some significant changes to 

lifestyle.  As you will see in Modelling Matters, not driving has given me time to devote to project 

which benefits the railway, so if you visit Llanfair you’ll still see me there, just not on the footplate. 

The project I’m working on is rebuilding what’s know at the railway as the Bigglesbahn, owned by 

driver Roger Pattie and left to the railway when sadly he died.  This 45mm gauge line visited a 

number of garden railway shows, Exeter to my certain knowledge, and was often to be seen set up 

during Gala across the running rails in the workshop at Llanfair.  It was installed in the first bay of the 

three bay industrial unit at Llanfair next to Keyes Cottage and taken down when the entire unit was 

reroofed and reclad.  It now needs to be reinstalled in a new, purpose-built railway room in bay 2.  

The layout was tired in places and its supporting legs were life expired.  I am taking the opportunity 

to improve the track layout in places and reinstate electrical continuity between boards, so that at 

the push of a button young visitors to the exhibit can see an electrically powered loco and train 

move.  I have until Gala at the beginning of September to complete the work and the layout has 16 

boards and measures 38’ x 10’.  There’s little time to think about the past and I’m genuinely enjoying 

the new challenge.  I describe some of the developments in Modelling Matters.  More in future 

issues of Smokebox! 

Copy deadline for August 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 24 July 2026 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
Our June meeting was slightly quieter than usual, other railway events locally and the Llangollen 

show the day before all diverted attention. Carol and Graham visited the Llangollen Show on the 

Saturday but without Prayle Grove in their van. However, they called in on the way home from the 

show, apparently their first visit, and were very impressed by the setting and the warm welcome.  

Marcus Breed informed me that he is leaving the group because he is moving to Wales, we wish him 

well. But at the meeting we welcomed another new member Mick Boyd. 

Whilst clearing away at the end of the session a wax effect jacket was found, it has been stored 

under the stage awaiting its owner. 

Needing a 45 mm track we erected Eaton Downs, this time with the “end” straight boards which add 

considerably to the movement space inside the track for operators. Ted and I had a good look at the 

proposed lift up section and I hope to have a couple of special hinges produced in the near future, 

should the overbearing temperatures allow of course. Whilst drawing up a suitable hinge I pondered 

on the angle the section would lift to: 90 degrees or possibly 180 degrees? Either needs 
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consideration regarding the sheer weight of the lift up section. Could an average member hold the 

board at 90 degrees and pass through possibly with a tool box or locomotive? 180 degrees and the 

track is stable but could it be lifted easily from the side? Decision made, we will then have to apply 

our minds to alignment of the track at the hinge and lifting ends. 

During the meeting Geoff Evans put up a table and sold railways bits in aid of the RNLI, he informed 

me that  he raised £139 and seemed very pleased with the takings. Also the usual bring and buy 

table was available at the end of the hall, by the time I got there it had  been picked clean but one 

proud member showed be an elderly chassis and smokebox of a Penrhyn Charles/Blanch, the 

castings of which were superb. It came to me after the meeting, was it a DJB kit of parts? Judge for 

yourselves from this photo: 

 

Dave T held his annual garden meeting during June and to my shame I chickened out after hearing 

the weather forecast. I understand there were some excellent runs and Dave sent me this video of 

the event: 

https://youtu.be/GX7X0PLWHbA 

Pursuing my other model railway interest, I had three garden railway G1 meetings booked for June:  

• The first was rained off. 

• The second was hot with strong sun and as a direct result a meths spillage held between the rails 

caught fire and was not spotted immediately. By the time firefighting equipment could be 

employed (pump top-up bottle) the sleepers and felt mimicking ballast were well alight. The 

owner proceeded blithely on his way. Afterwards the extent of the damage became apparent, 

strangely there were several problems running through that stretch of track later in the day. I 

become more and more nervous when dealing with meths, its dangerous stuff particularly in 

bright sunlight. 

• The third meeting had a red weather warning and was called off. 

There are distinct advantages to an inside track when the weather in unkind! 

The following locomotives caught my eye and more importantly my phone camera during the June 

meeting. There were some very interesting locos running but I have to be at the trackside with my 

phone so I do miss quite a lot. 

https://youtu.be/GX7X0PLWHbA
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Martin ran a very nice Accucraft Eldrig which cruised around the track at an excellent scale speed. 

Named after his Mother “Hazel” and sporting cylinder drain cocks and a fine control regulator.  

 

William’s Regner Chaloner looked very fine with excellent detail and great finish. I am always 

intrigued with the condensation trap built into the front box. 
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Finally John K drew my attention to his Merlin Mayfly. Now I have very little knowledge of historical 

models but for a 30 year old model it was in remarkably good condition. Nicely proportioned, good 

detail - for example different rivet detail each side to account for the coal bunker. John has replaced 

a few parts including the radio control. 

 

Bob, Chairman 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026.  We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to 

have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00. 

• 5th July 

• 2nd August 

• 6th September 

• 4th October 

• 1st November 

• 21st November – Steam in Beds 

Garth, Secretary 

Membership Matters 
We have had a few new and re-joining members over the last few months so I’d like to ask you all to 

give a big welcome BAG to: 

• Mick Boyd 

• Mark Carpenter 

• Andrzej Puchalski 

• Huw Williams 

If you see them at a meeting do take the opportunity to say “Hi”.  

Membership is currently looking healthy at 42 including our 4 honorary members. I'll not be 

available at for the July meeting but I will, if all goes to plan, be at August meeting. 

Mark Cresswell, Membership Secretary 
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Committee members 
The members of the BAG committee are as follows: 

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@bag16mm.org.uk 

Garth Bridgwood Secretary/Treasurer secretary@bag16mm.org.uk 

Mark Cresswell Membership membership@bag16mm.org.uk 

Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@bag16mm.org.uk 

 

Sales & Wants 
A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for 

sale. 

Modelling Matters 

REBUILDING THE BIGGLESBAHN – PART 1 

 

Moving the layout to a dedicated model railway room is providing the opportunity both to restore its 

full length and to add a through road at the back of the storage sidings.  The point work in the 

sidings has been rearranged to lengthen two of the three loops, so that we can have a greater 

variety of trains when we run the layout at Gala.  Above you see the board with the point work 

which gives access to the sidings.  The point furthest left now straddles a board joint and whilst the 

layout isn’t intended to be portable, it will be beneficial if individual boards can be removed for 

maintenance.  To the right is the support structure for the through road, still waiting for a 12mm 

plywood deck.  The right hand edge of the board will be against a wall once installed.  This extension 

has been built with surplus wood – I’m trying to complete the project at least cost to the railway. 

The rails at board ends are soldered to screws but those either side of the break in the point are 

soldered to short lengths of code 332 brass rail, which I found to be the same height as the gap 

between the baseboard top and the underside of the Peco code 250 nickel silver rail.  The head and 

web of the code 332 rail was milled away in the middle of each piece and a hole drilled and 

countersunk, so that the pieces could be screwed down onto the baseboard and the code 250 rail 

could be soldered to the code 332 rail head.  The point was carefully positioned so that a gap 

mailto:chairman@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:secretary@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:membership@bag16mm.org.uk
mailto:trackmanager@bag16mm.org.uk
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between sleepers straddled the 

baseboard joint.  Cutting away 

the web between sleepers 

created a space under the rails 

into which the pieces of code 

332 rail could be slid.  Once all 

four pieces were in place, I cut 

through the rail with a Proxxon 

Long neck angle grinder.  This 

made a neat, 1mm wide gap in 

the rails as  you see in the 

picture.   

A further piece of work has 

been to make a subframe to 

carry lightly constructed boards 

carrying parts of the 4’ 9” radius 

curves at each end of the layout.  

These had been poorly 

supported and were too lightly 

built to attach legs to securely.  

The railway recently converted 

one of the Sierra Leone coaches, 

replacing slatted seats along the 

sides of the passenger 

compartment with seats which 

faced one another with tables 

between.  The slats were elm 

and were returned to the 

railway after the conversion.  

They are otherwise without use 

and perfect for the subframe 

and legs.   The picture shows the 

subframe trial fitted into the 

corner it will occupy in bay 2 (on 

the floor is part of the 

temporary lighting in use until 

last Thursday).  Legs are still to 

be made (I’d run out of raw 

material at home), as is a 

further subframe to be joined 

on the right.  Once complete, 

this section of the railway will 

be better supported and the 

boards will be removable for 

maintenance.  I’ve left space at 

the back so a siding can be 

extended round half the curve – you can never have enough storage!  

Alan Regan 

mailto:https://www.proxxon.com/en/micromot/28547.php
mailto:https://www.proxxon.com/en/micromot/28547.php

