mokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of 16mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

I’'m writing this on Friday morning 29" May, after this recent prolonged period of hot weather. I've
been in Wales for most of the week, experiencing high temperatures during the day and
thunderstorms at night. We suspended use of steam locos on Wednesday due to the fatigue
experienced by crews on the hot footplate. A temperature of 45 degrees was recorded on
Chattenden on Tuesday afternoon. | was out on #17, the Diema, on Thursday on the 12:00 and
15:30 trains and it was hot enough on that. The crankcase breather pipe and vacuum exhauster
both emitted smoke at times, so | drove the loco gently on the last train and we lost time on the way
back to Llanfair. The only two passengers on the train weren’t bothered — they had a train to
themselves so travelled in style. The railway is down to one serviceable steam loco at present,
namely the long-term loanee Chattenden. The Earl is undergoing repair to cracks around the fire
hole door ring and 699 has a crack in a crank pin. Both issues are expected to be resolved in time for
peak season in August. Maintaining a service on a heritage railway is no mean feat.

Copy deadline for July 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 26 June 2026

Alan, Smokebox Editor

From the Chair

Stoneleigh was an exceptional show, well attended, great stands, a wide variety of layouts and
Ridgmont won the best layout trophy - what a day! | didn’t notice any intrusion by Warners either, a
worry | know many members had. To top it all we have Alan back on the committee and as Chairman
- congratulations!

Ray has submitted a note of thanks regarding the scenery but without the support of members we
could not have exhibited Ridgmont at its best. My thanks to Chris for organising the show including
all the paperwork, Ted and driver Steve who sorted the van and organised loading and unloading,
Ray and Dave for the scenery (including revitalised trees and shrubs!), all the runners who turned up
on time and ran with very few hiccups and the members who loaded and unloaded at Eaton Bray but
didn’t necessarily get to the show. During the day | noticed great attendance from the visiting public
and Ray in particular did an excellent job explaining the layout but also members running engines or
getting ready were very willing to answer queries to interested punters. One slightly puzzling aspect
was that one of Garth’s locos didn’t respond to the radio but on Sunday at EB it ran perfectly,
likewise my Charles ran in fits and starts and was a real handful but on Sunday | set the radio
controlled regulator and off it went without attention. We wondered if the radio signal was
overwhelmed? During Ridgmont’s erection at the show, we realised that the packing pieces for the
legs of the viaduct had been left behind. The edge of the fiddle yard served as a temporary solution
but adjustable legs have now been added, | hope to try them at the next meeting. Dave has taken
the viaduct’s opposite board away for much needed attention, for which we thank him.

Ted took his camera to Stoneleigh and | selected the following four photographs which, | think,
reflect the atmosphere at the show. The rest of the photos will be sent to our webmaster to add
even more photos of Ridgmont in action.
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Ted and | spotted an interesting lift up section on the modular track, build from ex industrial lighting
alloy stands, luckily Ted took a photo, shown below. It was very effective, particularly the light
signals fed to adjacent boards by a flying lead. Unfortunately | don’t think it would work for us,
storing a non collapsable section would take up much space, but worth consideration. Spookily |
came across a similar arrangement in an old Gauge 1 magazine last week, but this time made from
MDF. The essence of both designs is a strong “U” shaped base which maintains a set gap for the
lifting section to fit precisely although a trip hazard over the floor section?

>4

In addition, Steve Cook compiled this excellent video of the show:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61ub -tdXYE
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After a very busy two days at Stoneleigh, it was refreshing to relax on Sunday at Eaton Bray, after
unloading Ridgmont of course! Carol and Graham arrived with their track, we were very pleased to
see them out and about, particularly because they could not attend the show.

Bob, Chairman

The National Garden Railway Show
A BIG THANK YOU:

e ToJohn and June Kitchenman for transporting my diorama base boards to and from the show.

e To Dave Thompson for decorating the layout with his brilliant trees. This addition most
definitely added a new level to layout and contributed to our winning the award as there were
many comments relating to them.

e To Steve Cook for providing his finely detailed water tower.

e To Roy Sterry and Mark Cresswell for providing and constructing the radio control van.

e Lastly but not least to all the members who helped to transport the layout to the venue on
Friday, so that early Saturday morning Dave and | could start adding the scenery without any
delay.

On the day of course all the public saw was the finished layout but we all know the effort that is
required behind the scenes in order to achieve this.

So thank you to you all it was a real team effort, for without your input | would not have had the
opportunity to display my dioramas.

Ray Butler

Meeting Dates
Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to
have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00.

o 7"June

e 5Mjuly

e 2" August

e 6™ September

e 4™ QOctober

e 15 November

e 21 November — Steam in Beds

Garth, Secretary

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk

Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk

Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk

Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk
Events

If you’d like your Open Day or event listing in this section, please submit details to:
smokebox@baglémm.org.uk.

CHELLS VALLEY RAILWAY, SATURDAY 6™ JUNE 2026 FROM 10:00 TO 18:00
11 Stanley Road, Chells, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 OEF, 32mm gauge
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Dave Thompson, 07903 390045, david.thompson25@btinternet.com

Tea, coffee and cold drinks on offer all day, also barbecued sausages in rolls at 13:00. Please contact
Dave to confirm you’re coming for food and/or that you’re a vegetarian so he can get vegi sausages.
Parking around Dave’s house is normally good.

Garth Bridgwood

Modelling Matters

THE TRAM SAGA CONTINUES....

After the near fire tragedy last time | ran the tram, | decided to catch up on a few issues which had
become apparent during running. Firstly it was an urgent paint job on the roof, starting with the strip
of the old paint. As it happened, Nitromors, despite the bad press since a forced ingredient change,
worked really well. The first coat left for 20 minutes resulted in pleasingly wrinkled paint most of
which scraped off. The residue had a second coat but this time applied with coarse steel wool and
that left very little for my grit blasting cabinet to do. two coats of Plastikote BBQ paint were then
applied.

During trials | noticed condensate and oil running down the piston rods. | used plain guides for the
rods which would probably work ok for low pressure but | had in mind glands later when the design
worked (or not)!
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Gland using PTFE tape to seal the rod to the left, plain original to the right

Whilst the engine was stripped down | checked the “temporary” “O” rings and true to form they
needed sorting. Without boring you too much I like to make pistons in two parts. This allows easy

machining of the groove section and, importantly, allows the “O” ring to slide onto the turned down

“groove” before screwing the second part of the piston onto the piston rod, this negates fitting
problems as the “O” rings stretches over the full diameter piston.

.
|

@

2 part piston, "O" ring step machined for a light
push fit in cylinder when "O" ring 1n place.

Whilst all this was going on | noticed the performance of the engine unit was progressively dropping
off each time | trialled the engine and for a while this had me stumped. Eventually the penny

dropped when | was watching the engine struggling to rotate on compressed air and making some
Smokebox, June 2026
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very rude noises. | pinched the cylinders onto the port faces with finger and thumb and off it went -
smooth, quiet and very fast!

It turned out that coil springs holding the cylinders to the port faces stretched every time they were
removed and replaced, hence the progressive problem.

=

When | designed the engine | added bosses to the cylinders for a spring clip but then changed my
mind and went for the coil springs. A hasty encounter with some high carbon steel wire and the
problem was solved!
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Bob Gamble
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Much of the track on my line is
loose ballasted, with the track
screwed to blocks every half
metre. The ballast is contained
by low walls of concrete or rock
but it still finds ways over time
to escape. | had one
troublesome section, which I’d
remediated once by setting the
rock edging in mortar, but |
either set it too low or it’s sunk,
so the ballast shoulder at this
point kept disappearing. Time
for more (and better)
remediation.

As the rock wall was still sound, |
decided to cast a narrow wall in
concrete above the existing
rocks. | knew I'd need to make
shuttering, but | was struggling
to find a suitable material. Then
a light bulb moment. Just as the
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would run freely when poured. The picture above shows work co

Alan Regan

Covid pandemic was starting, in
the week before the first
lockdown, we had our facias and
soffits replaced with plastic
covered foam board. | retained
some of the surplus facia
material, which has a lip on one
edge. Once the edge is removed
in the bandsaw, you have a
flexible material with a smooth
face which doesn’t absorb water,
perfect for light shuttering.

The first picture (page 9) shows
the shuttering in place prior to
concrete being poured. | would
pour sufficiently little material
that reinforcing the edge furthest
from the track with a piece of
Filcris 12mm board, bricks and
rocks would keep it upright and
to the necessary curve. The
shuttering closest to the track
was braced against the track with
pebbles of different sizes, which
were turned to jam them in place
between the track and the
shuttering. The rock wall to
which the concrete would adhere
can be seen between the
shuttering. Their uneven height
was as much a problem as was
them being set too low.

The picture at the top was taken
two days after the pour, once the
pebbles retaining the shutting on
the track side had been removed
and course ballast infilled. |
finished the top off with a trowel
and used the track side shutter as
an edge and level. | sieved the
ballast used to mix the concrete
to remove anything bigger than
9mm square, so that the mix

mplete.

Sales & Wants

A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for

sale.
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