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Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of 16mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

It's a dirty job but somebody has to do it. I've been invited to test the new Roundhouse Lynton &
Barnstaple Manning Wardle “Yeo” and will be collecting it from Roundhouse on Tuesday 10" March.
I've tested various of their products before and as in the past, this won’t be a “behind closed doors”
test, so | will run it at my open day on Sunday 29" March (see the Events section on page 7 for
details). | also plan to bring it to the meeting at Eaton Bray on Sunday 5 April. If any of you want to
see the loco in action maybe you’d like to make a note in your diary. See https://www.roundhouse-
eng.com for more information about the loco. If | can find a competent person to drive it I'll video it
running too and post a compilation of what | film to my YouTube channel. | did this when | tested
the Darg C and it generated a lot of views.

No | haven’t picked it up early - this is from Roundhouse’s web site

We are flailing, we are flailing, home again 'cross the sea. Well across the border in Wales anyway.
Yes, it’s that time of year when we drive the length of the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway at
4mph dragging our Zillertalbahn Rollwagen with a tractor strapped firmly to the top, carrying our
aged Twose flailing head, to tame the worst excesses of the lineside vegetation. Having mastered
the techniques involved, which are basically matching the trains speed to the progress of the flail
through the vegetation and to look out for immovable objects that flail operator might miss, I'm at it
again. As part of a three-person crew, we started just past Llanfair signal box on Monday 9t
February. We’d got to Heniarth by 11:00 where we stopped for tea. Flailing involves one to many
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passes over the same length of lineside and we estimate that we change gear and direction more
time in a day than in any other operation on the line. I’'m back again on Monday 23" February, to
conclude the campaign. Not very glamorous work but we don’t want brambles and branches

scratching our rolling stock or worse still, scratching our passenger whilst they enjoy the Welsh
countryside from open windows.

No. 7 Chattenden plus rollwagen, tractor and flail at Heniarth

| can’t make the March meeting as we’re away in the Lakes so hopefully see you in April.

Copy deadline for April 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 27 March 2026

Alan, Smokebox Editor

From the Chair

| start with an appeal on behalf of Dave Thompson. Dave is unable to drive at present and is in need
of a lift to the National Show on Saturday 25 April. If any of you can help, please contact Dave on
07903 390045 or at david.thompson25@btinternet.com.

We had an eventful meeting in February, excellent attendance, several visitors pondering possible
membership and a new location for Eaton Downs!

Carol and Graham were unable to attend, meaning that Eaton Downs would be required for our
45mm runners. Furthermore Ridgmont was needed for discussions about the location of the
proposed signals. Ted took the decision to put Eaton Downs up in its smallest configuration and try
out the stage as a location, a possibility planned from initial design work. It fitted rather well
although | was very nervous watching members stroll along the stage edge, stepping over trip
hazards. Luckily nobody fell off the stage. | managed a run in the afternoon and one gets an excellent
view of the hall, | can see why Carol and Grahams track is so popular at SIB.
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Eaton Downs on the stage

Ridgmont was erected in its usual location and
Ted and Mark were soon discussing where to
place the signal and, importantly, where to
make location holes. Mark brought along his
3D printed signal which looked excellent, |
was particularly impressed with the minute
servo for operating the semaphore. The tiny
servo is red, on the post just above the
balance weight.
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During the course of the meeting | picked up no less that two pressure vessels for testing! One was a
standard Roundhouse boiler which was going to be used at 60 psi rather than 40 psi so needed
retesting to 120 psi, no problems. The other a loco | watched being purchased from “Anything
Narrow Gauge” but without paperwork. Both boiler and gas tank passed without problems, what a
relief!

| didn’t manage to get many photos during the meeting and missed some very interesting locos
whilst lurking on the stage but | did manage these:

Dave T ran his newly built track cleaning wagon which dissolved the muck on Ridgont, | believe he

has further mods in mind.

Dave T’s track cleaning wagon

John K ran a recently assembled rake of slate wagons including, | am pleased to report, a Penrhyn
brake van.

John K’s slate train
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Max produced another non steamer from his extensive collection (!) This time an articulated County
Donegal rail car No 10 in 15mm:1 ft scale. Originally a kit by John Campbell, the full size vehicle was
built by Walkers of Wigan and now resides in the Ulster Transport Museum.

Max’s County Donegal rail car No 10 ‘

Alan ran this loco on the 45mm gauge lines in Eaton Downs. He’d recently added a Regner whistle
and remote control to the drain cocks, both functions radio controlled. The run also confirmed that
with all five sets of drivers flanged it would still go round a 5’ radius curve!

Alan’s Accucraft Saxon VIK on Eaton Downs

Bob, Chairman

Meeting Dates

Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to
have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00. Note that the first meeting of 2026 is
in February. There is no meeting in January due to lack of availability on our preferred date.

1°t March — Annual General Meeting at 12:00
5% April

26" April

7" June

5% July

2" August

6" September

4t October
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e 1 November
e 21 November — proposed date for Steam in Beds, to be agreed at AGM on 1% March
e 6" December (to be cancelled if Steam in Beds goes ahead)

Please note that we will be having two meetings in April, on the 5™ and 26™ April. The second is the
day after the National Garden Railway and will allow us to unload the van and erect Ridgmont and
have a running day. As a consequence, there will not be a meeting in May.

Garth, Secretary

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@baglémm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

National Garden Railway Show 25% April 2026 at Stoneleigh Park

Thanks to all those members who returned their Volunteer Form either in person or by email. We
now have a good-sized team to help with loading at Eaton Bray and Set Up at the exhibition hall at
Stoneleigh Friday afternoon and first thing Saturday.

However, the response to booking running slots on Ridgmont during the show has been
disappointing. There are potentially 30 running slots during the show, so far only 11 members have
taken the opportunity to put their names down to run. If you do want to book a run at Stoneleigh,
please let me know by email c.pretty0301@btinternet.com or at our March meeting. | need to know
your preference to run on the inner or outer circuit either in the morning or afternoon.

Just a quick reminder of the timetable.

Friday 24" April From 11:00 to 12:00 Eaton Bray Hall - Loading Ridgmont
Friday 24" April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Unloading Ridgmont
Friday 24" April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Build Up Ridgmont
Saturday 25" April From 07:00 (Exhibitors only) Stoneleigh Park - Finish Ridgmont
Saturday 25 April Show Open 09:30 to 17:00 Stoneleigh Park

Sunday 26 April 10:30 Unload Ridgmont for Eaton Bray Hall

Normal Club Running Day

If you have any questions about the show or any of the above arrangements, drop me an email or
speak to me at the March meeting.

Chris Pretty, March 2026

Events
If you’d like your Open Day or event listing in this section, please submit details to:
smokebox@baglémm.org.uk.

CHELLS VALLEY RAILWAY, SATURDAY 6™ JUNE 2026 FROM 10:00 TO 18:00
11 Stanley Road, Chells, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 OEF, 32mm gauge
Dave Thompson, 07903 390045, david.thompson25@btinternet.com
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Tea, coffee and cold drinks on offer all day, also barbecued sausages in rolls at 13:00. Please contact
Dave to confirm you’re coming for food and/or that you’re a vegetarian so he can get vegi sausages.
Parking around Dave’s house is normally good.

NORTH BUCKS LIGHT RAILWAY, SUNDAY 29™ MARCH FROM 13:30 TO 18:00
45 Hollow Wood, Olney, 45mm gauge
Alan & Carol Regan, 01234 241150, alan-regan@talktalk.net

Tea, coffee, soft drinks and home-made cakes will be available. Please contact Alan to confirm
attendance. Parking is available on the drive or in the street.

LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY

The above are holding a Model Railway Show with layouts in various gauges on Sunday 19" April,
and John Kitchenman has agreed to take his portable layout to the event. He is now looking for
support from members to put up/ breakdown the layout and to put on a good running display
throughout the day. Volunteers will get a free lunch and tea/coffee. If you are willing to help, please
contact John on 01234 838978 or email john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com.

Garth Bridgwood

Modelling Matters

COMPLETING A FORNEY (PART 1)

Amongst the many items | recovered from the late Mick Blowfield’s place was a 45mm gauge Forney
based on an Accucraft Ruby chassis with a nicely cut plywood cab and rear coal bunker and water
tank. It did work when | tested it but lacked a pressure gauge. | fitted one as in my view no live
steam loco should be without one, then offered it for sale at Member to Member at the 2025
National Show. | understand from the M2M team that it was looked at closely by one person but it
was still there at the end.
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In the condition when picked up from Mick’s, no pressure gauge but a working locomotive

| can guess why: it wasn’t painted, as you see above, there was a cosmetic dent in the smokebox
(opposite side to the picture) and whilst it was offered with another, perfect, boiler, a new owner
would need to fit this and that might be beyond the ability of many. So | decided to deal with all of
the above and fit R/C and once complete, offer it for sale again.
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First job was to remove the boiler and confirm that the other one fitted. It does. Along the way |
found that the burner had been modified to a designed developed by Jim Mander, whose son James
is engineering manager at the W&LLR. It has a stainless steel shroud which provides graduated
cover of the burner slots, to reduce the flame at the end of the poker and increase it closer to the
jet. This results in a longer and more even burn. It also has a stainless steel gauze, which reduces
noise. Quite a sophisticated burner for such a simple loco.

The next job and one much more
complicated than | first expected
was to fit radio control to the
piston valve which controls
direction between the cylinders.
This is a standard Accucraft
design, but the control rod is
cranked at right angles both
horizontally, from the centre line
of the boiler, to clear the rear
mounting point, and vertically, to
attach to the reversing lever. The
R/C servo would replace the
reversing arm, but a direct
connection to the existing rod
would leave it free to rotate as it

moved backwards and forwards.

The solution was to add two straps to the floor, to keep the rod captive and to make sure it moved
backwards and forwards in a straight line. | also added a restraint where the rod turned at right
angles towards the valve between the cylinders, to stop it rotating upwards relative to the valve
when the rod was pulled back (for some reason it didn’t rotate in the opposite direction when the
valve was pushed forward). Finally | installed a link to the servo, which is a Hitec HS53 (a £10 servo
but one with enough torque for the job) mounted on its side, because the valve control rod now
couldn’t lift but the servo arm, describing a semi-circle as it moved, would impart upwards as well as
forward to backward movement. | managed to use all bar a scrap of the original control rod in the
process!

AR

The reversing servo and linkage and straps to ensure stability of the link rod

Once all was installed, | confirmed that the servo needed only 50% of its maximum travel in either
direction. The piston valve between the cylinders needs only 4mm total travel and even with a small
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servo arm much more than needed was being developed. As the R/C combo which | intended to use
doesn’t provide per-servo throw adjustment, | fitted a collar to the stick on the transmitter to limit
movement (I described this in a previous issue of Smokebox).

You'll notice, adjacent to the servo, the small on/off switch. This was recovered from my Bits Box.
In the “on” position it provides +ve voltage to the receiver. In the “off” position it connects +ve
voltage to the charging socket, preventing a charging voltage ever getting to the receiver. | copied
this from a wiring loom I'd bought some years ago from Fosworks. The charging socket would be
hidden under a dummy filling point for the water tank in the rear bunker.

The regulator servo was also installed on its side, again on a bracket made of aluminium angle. It's a
Hitec HS65, relatively expensive at £27 but providing a lot of torque for its size. The regulatoris a
plain stainless needle on brass seat and needs a little force to close. It closes positively on air but |
will find out, once all the work is done, how it performs in steam. Worse case — I'll need to replace
the Accucraft regulator with a Roundhouse R/C regulator, which uses an O-ring to shut the steam
supply off, in which case I'll revert to a less powerful and less costly servo.

Next job: installing a battery, the receiver and that charging point. There was space in the back of
the bunker for all three but it was open at the rear, so it needed closing off to prevent components
escaping. | made sides from scrap brass, held in place with 2mm screws into brackets top and
bottom. The back will be made of plywood — | don’t want to introduce more weight than necessary.
These sides have the additional benefit of strengthening the bunker and provide a means to add a
dummy coal load without it spilling into the battery/receiver space. I've had to guess the
arrangements of a Forney’s bunker and coal arrangements but they make sense to me as an
engineman.

The charging socket is concealed with a cap to the dummy filler point. 10BA screws pass through the
attachment points either side of the filler through the plywood top and into a plate underneath.

This is trapped in place by the socket itself. | made up the wiring loom, complete with plugs for
battery and receiver, charging socket and power switch, off the loco, so | could hold components in
the vice as | soldered the wires on. The beam under the bunker floor which carries the rear bogie
effectively prevented routing wires under the cab and bunker floor, so | made small clamps to hold
them neatly in place. A dummy cab floor 3mm higher than the original will conceal the wires.

Rear bunker with battery and receiver (left) and the two servos (right)

The pictures above show this stage of the work after completion. There’s still a lot to do but the loco
now has functioning radio control, though installing it has been much more time consuming than |
expected. I'll continue this account in next month’s Smokebox.

Alan
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THE SAGA OF THE LETTER “N”
Or why did the letter keep changing width?

Three attempts at cutting the lettering template

The photo above shows my attempt at cutting a lettering and lining template for the tram loco “No
8” in Plasticard. | encountered mysterious problems with the width of the upright lines (Stem in
topography lingo). One example shows where the plastic welded itself to the cutter because | turned
my back on the mill for a few seconds and neglected to flood the plastic with paraffin! | have done
this before...... In the end | discovered that | was not setting the “Z” depth correctly so the “v”
engraving tool actually started cutting too deep (and thus wider). Having sorted that out the stem
width was acceptable but the serifs needed easing to get the pen into their extremes. Now to see if
itis a template that works!

After all the fuss | eventually settled down to try lining the tram body. “Settle down” being the
operative description, | find it takes a degree of calm before anything like an acceptable result is
even feasible. Success with any lining device needs a steady hand moving at a constant speed,
something | find hard to impossible to achieve nowadays.

| tried the “No. 8” template and initially had difficulty keeping it positioned, it had an annoying habit
of moving over the slippery painted surface. Eventually | applied masking tape to the contact area
and then sprayed the tape with mounting adhesive which | allowed to dry thoroughly. The rubbery
adhesive residue gripped the paint without detrimental effects (I hope!) And a few wooden clothes
pegs held the template.

| tried the Edding gold pen with mixed results. The colour flowed and covered well, until the pen
slowed down when it over fed the paint. Result blob or lump. The final outcome was marginal but at
least mistakes were easily removed with a cotton bud or whittled matchstick soaked in lighter fluid.
Unfortunately | don’t think this paint ever dries hard and | found the lines a little delicate,
particularly in the case of a tram body likely to be covered in oil and then picked up with sticky
fingers. So | used the easy to remove function featuring a cotton bud and lighter fluid.
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The gold lining produced using the template

| have seen Edding pens used to good effect on coach bodies where straight lines are a feature and
curves are not. Also, | think a coat of varnish would be useful for protection.

In the end | found some elderly tinlets of Humbrol yellow 22 and a Revell tinlet of gold 94. Armed
with my trusty draughtsman’s bow pen | set to work. The indented corners proved difficult to run
the pen into, as did the lettering. The outer line | did in yellow and the lettering was in gold (after |
added about 100% lighter fluid to soften the gloop in the tin and then 50% or more white spirit to
thin the resulting porridge). Again, like the Edding paint, enamel paint can me pared away after
initial drying with a pointed matchstick dipped in white spirit as long as its not left too long. If the
underlying paint is enamel it goes without saying that one should ensure several weeks minimum
before trying to line or letter to allow the enamel to cure.
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The lined body

The final photo shows the body lined yellow, lettering gold, “Roundhouse” etched identification
numbers attached to the roofline and handles fitted in place.

Reference:
“Painting by an ‘Old Master’” by Alan Brackenborough from an article in “Model Railway Journal”. If
you can get hold of a copy it is excellent.

Bob

Sales & Wants
A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for
sale.
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