t Smokebox

The Newsletter of the Bedfordshire Area Group of the
Association of 16mm Scale Narrow Gauge Modellers

From the Editor

| referred in last month’s issue to the loco formerly known as Chevallier. Here she is, at Llanfair, on
8™ April this year. | took a picture because | was assessed on the loco on the last train that day, a
normal and helpful process with a new locomotive. The loco has two independent brake systems.
The steam brake operates on the loco only and the vacuum brake on the train only, so they need
manipulating in tandem when coupled to a passenger or other vacuum braked train. The Diema,
loco #17, has the same arrangements, and in some respects having two locos which require use of
the same techniques is actually helpful. Like other steam locos, the regulator has a pilot and main
valve. Getting this loco into main valve needs a hefty shove on the regulator, but it immediately
needs checking back, otherwise too much steam is entering the cylinders. Again, a technique which
with a little practice can be mastered. As you will perhaps gather, the assessment was positive so
I’'m now authorised to take trains out with this loco too. As | start my third year as a driver I'm
gualified to drive all the in-ticket locos on the line, useful if one fails and another has to be used at
short notice. Why “formerly known as Chevallier”? The owners want to rename the loco “King
Charles 1ll” and indeed plates have already been made, but use of the name needs Palace approval
as far as | know. Not a lot of people know that...

Copy deadline for June 2026 issue of Smokebox: Friday 29 May 2026

Alan, Smokebox Editor
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From the Chair

| write these notes just days before the show at Stoneleigh! Along with other participants | have
been checking boiler and steam test certificates, batteries for radio control and the general
wellbeing of the locos and rolling stock. Now | hope the models behave themselves and | don’t have
to resort to battery should a steam loco fail - but it happens..... | have also been contemplating a
shopping list.

| won’t go into numerous loco running details from our last meeting, rather | would like to focus on
one remarkable piece of model making and, in particular, painting and lining. Martin ran a Victory
locomotive repainted over the winter from plain green to red and black lined immaculately in
yellow, it was a first rate job.

Just as impressive was the Ffestiniog coach in superb colour and the lining was excellent, just look at
the lining detail around the panels and doors! | understand that Martin is contemplating an article
for Smokebox, | for one am looking forward to it.

Just one other loco to mention, new member Hugh ran a brand new “Harrogate”. | mentioned the
real thing last year after a visit to Statfold Barn. | believe the model is an excellent representation of
the real thing.
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Here for comparison, the loco at Statfold Barn

‘ ‘m-h.‘,\ X

On the modelling scene | have had a few ups and downs. | believe | have sorted out the “end throw”
on my logging wagons. The scale links supplied are great on straight track or normal curves but on
NG pints the “end throw” results in the buffers becoming rigid and a derailment ensues. | have
joined two of the shorter links with a small ring. This gives much more flexibility at the expense of
non-standard coupling length. The alternative is to remake the spine of the wagons, moving the
bogies closer to the ends and thus reducing the “throw” or (as a last resort) add coupling to the
bogies themselves, as is often done on 00 gauge.
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My tram ran for the first time this week in all its clothes. After a 20 minuses or so it became
apparent that the roof was getting rather hot - | think it was the smell of burning paint which gave
the game away! Pot boilers emit a lot of heat straight up into the roof. | have decided to remove the
end panels to the clearstory, enlarge the chimney and safety valve apertures and replace the grey
and cream paint scheme on the roof with heat resistant black. | may add a few strategically placed
rivets for good measure!

Bob, Chairman

Meeting Dates

Here are all meeting dates until the end of 2026. We have access to the hall from 10.30 and need to
have the layouts packed away and be out of the hall be 16.00. Note that the first meeting of 2026 is
in February. There is no meeting in January due to lack of availability on our preferred date.

e 26" April
e 7™ June
o 5" july

e 2" August
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e 6™ September

e 4™ QOctober

e 1 November

e 21 November — Steam in Beds

Please note that we will be having two meetings in April, on the 5™ and 26 April. The second is the
day after the National Garden Railway Show and will allow us to unload the van and erect Ridgmont
and have a running day. As a consequence, there will not be a meeting in May.

Garth, Secretary

Committee members
The members of the BAG committee are as follows:

Bob Gamble Chairman chairman@bagl6émm.org.uk
Garth Bridgwood | Secretary/Treasurer | secretary@baglémm.org.uk
Mark Cresswell Membership membership@baglémm.org.uk
Ted Robinson Track Manager trackmanager@baglémm.org.uk

National Garden Railway Show 25 April 2026 at Stoneleigh Park
| understand from Chris that he will email all individuals involved with Ridgmont’s appearance at the
national show, so | just include a final reminder of the timetable:

Friday 24" April From 11:00 to 12:00 Eaton Bray Hall - Loading Ridgmont
Friday 24™ April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Unloading Ridgmont
Friday 24" April Approx. From 14:00 to 17:30 Stoneleigh Park - Build Up Ridgmont
Saturday 25" April From 07:00 (Exhibitors only) Stoneleigh Park - Finish Ridgmont
Saturday 25 April Show Open 09:30 to 17:00 Stoneleigh Park

Sunday 26" April 10:30 Unload Ridgmont for Eaton Bray Hall

Normal Club Running Day

Events
If you’d like your Open Day or event listing in this section, please submit details to:
smokebox@baglémm.org.uk.

CHELLS VALLEY RAILWAY, SATURDAY 6™ JUNE 2026 FROM 10:00 TO 18:00
11 Stanley Road, Chells, Stevenage, Herts, SG2 OEF, 32mm gauge
Dave Thompson, 07903 390045, david.thompson25@btinternet.com

Tea, coffee and cold drinks on offer all day, also barbecued sausages in rolls at 13:00. Please contact
Dave to confirm you’re coming for food and/or that you’re a vegetarian so he can get vegi sausages.
Parking around Dave’s house is normally good.

LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY

The above are holding a Model Railway Show with layouts in various gauges on Sunday 19" April,
and John Kitchenman has agreed to take his portable layout to the event. He is now looking for
support from members to put up/ breakdown the layout and to put on a good running display
throughout the day. Volunteers will get a free lunch and tea/coffee. If you are willing to help, please
contact John on 01234 838978 or email john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com.

Garth Bridgwood
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Sales & Wants

A table will as usual be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for
sale.
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